Model UN Made Easy: How to Write a Resolution
by KFC on OCTOBER 26, 2011
[image: http://bestdelegate.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/DSC_0110-1024x719-300x210.jpg]
Delegates writing resolutions
One of the most common questions I get from newer delegates and teachers is how to write a resolution. A resolution contains all the proposed solutions to a topic. Learning to write a resolution is very important because the ultimate goal of the committee sessions is for delegates to come up with written solutions to the problems they are trying to solve. The primary authors of the resolution will also be recognized as the leaders in the committee which distinguishes them from everyone else for awards.
This Model UN Made Easy article will explain the basic “who, what, when, where, and why” of a resolution. It will then show how a resolution looks like and explain how to write one. It will also explain how to make amendments to a resolution. Finally, it will provide some tips to get started on writing a resolution.
Basics of a Resolution
Who: Who writes a resolution? Any delegate in the committee can write a resolution (although in rare instances an observer state is not allowed to directly write a resolution). The author of a resolution is called a sponsor. Most resolutions have multiple sponsors because it takes a group of countries to share good ideas and to come to a consensus. Some conferences allow delegates to sponsor multiple resolutions for each topic while others only allow delegates to sponsor one per topic.
What: What is a resolution? A resolution is a document that contains all the issues that the committee wants to solve and the proposed solutions to that issue. It’s called a resolution because that’s what the United Nations calls the documents they produce (here are some real 2011 Security Council resolutions). Technically, the resolution should be called a draft resolution before it is voted upon and then called a resolution after it is successfully passed during voting bloc.

When/Where: When and where are resolutions written? Most conferences require students to write resolutions during the conference. Specifically, resolutions are usually written during unmoderated caucus (sometimes called informal caucus) where delegates are free to roam around the committee to collaborate on ideas with each other, and sometimes students work outside in hallways or computer labs as well. Resolution-writing becomes more focused during the latter sessions of committee when different country policies are clear and different ideas have been mentioned already. These conferences will not allow any pre-written resolutions. A few conferences have “docket-style” debate. This is when students are required to submit resolutions to the conference in advance and the chairs pick the best ones and put them into a docket. The delegates focus only on the resolutions in the docket when they get to the conference and work on amending them.

Why: The ultimate purpose of a committee session is to pass a resolution. All the speeches, debate, negotiation, and teamwork is supposed to lead up to a resolution which contains all the proposed solutions to the issue. The resolution(s) that the majority of the committee agrees upon will be passed during voting bloc and the sponsors will be informally commended for building consensus on good ideas. Most conferences allow multiple resolutions to pass as long as they do not contradict each other, but a few conferences allow only one resolution to pass.
How to Write a Resolution
How: how do I write a resolution and what does the format look like? First, here is an example of how a resolution looks like from UNA-USA’s website:
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Sample Resolution
A resolution is actually really simple to write. It has three main parts: the heading, the pre-ambulatory clauses, and the operative clauses. We’ll break down the example above into these three parts below.

1. Heading
The heading contains four pieces of information: the committee name, the sponsors, the signatories, and the topic (not necessarily in that order depending on each individual conference’s rules).
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Resolution heading
The committee name and topic should be self-explanatory. The sponsors are the authors of the resolution. The signatories are other delegates in the committee who do not necessarily agree with the resolution but would like to see it debated. Most conferences require a minimum number or percentage of sponsors and signatories (or a combination of both) before a resolution can be presented — this encourages consensus-building. You will also notice some numbering (on the top right corner in the example). This is usually provided by the committee chair and is just a way to number the different resolutions — usually by the order they are received or approved — so that delegates can easily differentiate or reference them.
2. Pre-ambulatory clauses
The pre-ambulatory clauses states all the issues that the committee wants to resolve on this issue. It may state reasons why the committee is working on this issue and highlight previous international actions on the issue. Pre-ambulatory clauses can include:
· Past UN resolutions, treaties, or conventions related to the topic
· Past regional, non-governmental, or national efforts in resolving this topic
· References to the UN Charter or other international frameworks and laws
· Statements made by the Secretary-General or a relevant UN body or agency
· General background info formation or facts about the topic, its significance, and its impact.
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Resolution pre-ambulatory clauses
It’s very simple to write a pre-ambulatory clauses. First, take a statement that you want to write about (perhaps an issue you want to solve or a specific fact from one of the five bullet points above). You then take that statement, combine it with an underlined pre-ambulatory phrase, and end it with a comma. Here are some example pre-ambulatory phrases from UNA-USA’s website that you can choose from:
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Pre-ambulatory clauses
For example, my country wants to address the issue of how HIV/AIDS has spread rapidly in sub-Saharan Africa. I pick a pre-ambulatory phrase from above — I’ll use “Alarmed by” — and then I combine it to say:
Alarmed by the 17% increase in HIV/AIDS contraction among sub-Saharan African countries in the past five years,
Strategy Tip: In general, you want fewer pre-ambulatory clauses than operative clauses. More operative clauses convey that you have more solutions than you have problems.
3. Operative clauses
Operative clauses state the solutions that the sponsors of the resolution proposes to resolve the issues. The operative clauses should address the issues specifically mentioned in the pre-ambulatory clauses above it.
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Resolution operative clauses
It’s very simple to write an operative clause. First, take a solution that you want to include in the draft resolution. You then take that solution, combine it with an underlined operative phrase, and end it with a semicolon (the last operative clause ends with a period). Operative clauses are also numbered. This differentiates them from pre-ambulatory clauses, helps show logical progression in the resolution, and makes the operative clauses easy to refer to in speeches and comments. Here are some example operative phrases from UNA-USA’s website that you can choose from:
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Operative clauses
For example, my first solution is to distribute low-cost medicines for HIV/AIDS to sub-Saharan African countries. I pick an operative phrase from above — I’ll use “Calls upon” — and then I combine it and number it to say:
1. Calls upon the developed countries and major pharmaceutical countries to provide low-cost, generic medicines for HIV/AIDS to sub-Saharan African countries;
Strategy Tip: Usually more details in an operative clause will make it stronger or at least make the idea more clear to other delegates. A simple way to strengthen each operative clause is to answer the “who, what, when, where, why, and how” of each resolution. These details can actually be broken down into sub-operative clauses underneath the main operative clause.
Amendments
UNA-USA’s website already provides a great explanation of what amendments are, so I will copy it below:
Approved draft resolutions are modified through amendments. An amendment is a written statement that adds, deletes or changes an operative clause in a draft resolution. The amendment process is used to strengthen consensus on a resolution by allowing delegates to change the operative clauses (the pre-ambulatory clauses can not be modified). There are two types of amendments:

1. A friendly amendment is a change to the draft resolution that all sponsors agree with. After the amendment is signed by all of the draft resolution’s sponsors and approved by the committee chair, it will be automatically incorporated into the resolution.

2. An unfriendly amendment is a change that some or all of the draft resolution’s sponsors do not support and must be voted upon by the committee. This also refers to delegates who did not write this resolution at all but see potential in it as long as several changes are made to it. The sponsors of the amendment will need to obtain a required number of signatories in order to introduce it. Prior to voting on the draft resolution, the committee votes on all unfriendly amendments.
Writing an amendment is very simple. All you have to do is make an operative clause that adds, deletes, or changes an operative clause in a draft resolution. Examples include:
· Adds an operative clause that reads “14. Encourages all Latin American countries to…”
· Deletes operative clause 9.
· Changes operative clause 1 to read “1. Calls upon the Red Cross to provide low-cost medicines…”

Tips to Get Started

1. I recommend printing the page from UNA-USA’s website with all the pre-ambulatory and operative phrases and putting that document in your Research Binder. This will make the phrases very easy to reference to when delegates need to write them in committee. Most major conferences also provide their own list in their conference program or website.

2. I also recommend practicing translating ideas into pre-ambulatory and operative clauses if you are not used to it already. You can do this with your class — have someone mention an issue within their topic and then have students come up with a pre-ambulatory clause for it or have someone propose a solution and then have students come up with different operative clauses for it. Sooner or later, you will become fluent in writing them and have memorized your favorite clauses so that you can easily turn any statement into a clause.
3. If this is too basic, then read our article on How to Debate Resolutions or get our book How to Win Awards in Model United Nations which has a chapter discussing strategies for resolutions.
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Resolution GA/3/1.1

General Assembly Third Committee
Sponsors: Unted States, Ausiria 3nd taly

Slanataries: Greece, Tofiistan, Japan, Canada, Mal, the Netheriands and Gabon.

Topic: “Srenginening UN coordinaton of numanitarian sssistance n complex emergencies”

The General Assemsly,

Beminding ll naions of the celebration of the S01h amniversary o the Universs! Deciratin of Human
Rghts, whieh recognizes the inherent iGNy, saUalty 3nd nalenable g o 3l Gobal cizans, [use
commias to separate preambulatory clauses]

it Roscluson 33/1996 of 25 uly 1996, which ancourages Governments to work with UN bodies
e St proving the coordinaton and eTecteness of humaTIa an Sssarance,

Noting wih satisfaction the past ffort of various relevant UN badies and nangovernmental arganizations,

Sizessing the factthat tho Unitad Nations faces significant fnancial obstacles and s in e o reform,
Barteslarly in the humantaran resim,

1. Encoursges sl reevant agencies of the Unitd Nations o callsborate mre closely ith countris st the
e e ohane e g o el o Tunesemicaions o Seprae spersive
aues

2. Uracs member states to comply withthe gosi of the UN Department of Humantarin Affirs to
Sireaming ffors of namantanan

3. Bsguects tht all nations develop rapid deployment foces to better enhance the coordinaton o rliel
Sifores of humanitarien scdstancs n comslex smergencis

4. Cals forthe development of 5 Unitd Natons Trus Fund that ncourages valuntary donations from the
Biivate transnatonsl secor 0 36 In funding $a Implemantaton of P deployment forces:

5. Szasses the continuing need for impartial and objecie Iformation onthe polica, economic and socil
Sidatons and events of 3l counres,

5ol upo sttes o respond iy and genrously 1o consoldatd sppesls o humankarian

7. Request the expansin of preventive actions snd sssurance of pas-conflct sasatance through
Féconsirucion and development. (end resolutions with a period]
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Resolution GA/3/1.1
‘General Assembly Third Committes
Spondors: Unked States, Auses and Tty

Slonatoies: Groece, Tajistan, Japan, Canada, N, the Netheriands and Gabon
e Sirengiheniaa ON coardination of numatarian Ssssance i complex emergencies
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‘The General Assembly,

Raminding ol ntions ofth celebration of the 50th snriversary of the Universal Decoration of Human
ights, whien recognizes th iaherent Signy, sauaily and inalenable ights of ol iobal cozens, fuse
Commas 1o separate preambuiatory dauses]

Realfrming s Resoluson 33/1996 o 25 July 1996, whch encourages Geveraments o work with UN bodies
Simed 3t mproving the coordinaton 3nd efectvaness of humantaron sestance,

oing with satsfoction the pat ffrts of variousrelevant UN bodies and nongovernmental organizatons,

Strassing the foct thot the Unied Notions faces signican inanca obstaces and is i need of reform,
Particstary inthe humoritarian reoim,
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Sample Preambulatory Phrases

Afteming
Alarmed by
Approving

Aare of

Bearing n mind
Believing
Contdent
Contemplating
Convinced
Declaring

Deeply concerned
Deeply conscious
Deeply convinced
Deeply disturbed
Gecply regretting
Basiing
Emphasizing

Expecting

Expressing ts appreciation

Expressing ts satefaction
Fulfing

Fully aiarmed

Fully aware

Fully believing

Further deploring

Further recaling

Guided by,

Having adopted

Having consdered

Having consdered further
Having devoted attenton’
Having examined

Having heard

Having recaived

Having studied
Keeping in mind

Noting with reret

Noting vith deep concern
Noting with satisfaction
Noting further

Noting with approval
Observing

Recognizing
Referring

Secking

Taking o account
Taking into consideration
Taking note’

Viewing with appreciaion
Welcoming
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1. Encourages all relevant agencies of the United Nations to collaborate more closely with countries at the
Grasiroot evel o enence the crrying outof reief fforts; [use semicolons to separate operstive
dauses)

2. Uraes member states to comply withthe goals of the UN Department o Humanitarian Afars to
Sireamina aforts of humantaran 3d;

3. Requests that il nations develop rapid deployment frces 1o better enhance the coordinaton o rllef
<o of humantaran sesiiance i compiek emergendies:

s forthe development of  Uniad Nstons Trust Fund that ncaurages voluntary donations from the

brivate ransnatonsl sector 5 o n unding the Implemantation f rapd deployment forces;

5. Stresses the continuing need for Impartal and objective nformation o the polica, economic and socil
Ziiatons and events of all couniries;

5. Cals upon statest0 respond auickly 3nd generously to consalidated appeats for humaniarian
Sssisance; and

7. Requests the expansion of revenive actons and assurance of post-conflc assstance trough
reconsiructon and development. (end resolutions with a period]
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Sample Operative Phrases

Accepts Encoursges Further recommends
Affums Endorses Further requests
‘Approves Expreases s appreciation. Further resalves
Autharizes Expresses it hope Has resalved
Calls Further nvies. Notes
Cals upon Deplores Prodaims.
Condemns Designates Reattims
Confirme. Gravs the attention Recommends
Congratulates. Emphasizes Regrets
Consigers Encourages Reminds.
Declares accordingly Endorses Requests
Deplores. Expresses s appreciation Solemnly affirms.
Designates Expresses it hope Strongly condemns.
Draws the attention  Further invites Supports
Emphasizes Further procims Takes note of
Further reminds. Tranamits

Trusts
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